
CSC309 Computers and Society

Spring 2009 MILLER

http://orca.st.usm.edu/~miller      jim.miller@usm.edu 
6:30 – 9:15 Monday  Eagle 101

We began teaching this course without using a text around Fall of 2001 We had been using text "A Gift of Fire: Social, Legal, and Ethical Issues in Computing" by Sara Baase, but not enough to justify having everyone making that purchase. Since that time we have following the general outline of Baase’s text and supplemented with outside sources (the web, the library, periodicals, newspapers, classical ACM articles, etc.). You should pick up information that will be very valuable to you in your career and in the big picture area called life. The central focus of the course is ethics, primarily as it applies to someone working in the computer field, but there will of necessity be fundamentals and examples given that are not limited to the computer field. This course has always had a writing and speaking component but now that it has been designated as “Writing Intensive” we will be looking at “a minimum of 5,000 typewritten words (roughly 20 pages) in a multi-paragraph research paper or in a series of shorter essays”. We will also use this course to address the USM Oral Communication Requirement of  “the successful completion of a minimum of two graded speeches. Written assignments will be graded by someone with English credentials. My standard has been 3 exams during the term and a final that counts for two exams. Test grade to come from best four out of five. The term papers (The writing assignments) will be major and will count for 15% of your grade. The presentations will contribute 8%. "Little assignments" will also total 5%. Late assignments loose points at the discretion of the Prof. We will use standard cutoffs but I reserve right to fudge them lower if that seems to make sense:  90 = A, 80 = B, 70 = C, D = 60, and F below 60. (Do the math. A 97 test average and no other work done gives you a D.) There will also be a limited number of outside speakers (maybe none). Current plans are to cover everything that is on the web site, cover a number of articles, and to work in more “current” events. Come to class and do the homework. If you e-mail me concerning the class, put 309 in the subject line to help me place you and the question. And when you get to my web site you will find old exams. No reason to get surprised on a test day.

And the next time the class is taught: 

1. Less than a 60 average on the major writing assignments results in F for the course.

2. We have had problems because I tossed e-mail away that didn’t have 309 in the subject line. This next time you have problems if I throw unmarked e-mail away.

3. Need a better way of making sure I get what you think you have turned in.

4. We will not waste time on USM tutorials on APA but go directly to the Purdue site. 

5. A grader for the papers that is acceptable to me will be in place or I don’t teach.

6. Any failure on the part of USM to convey how they would like this class taught is their problem not ours.
Week Beginning

1/12 
Find classroom. Overview of course. Start in on Chapter 0. Overheads used in class will show up on my faculty web site. Introduce scenarios and make first assignments. 

Little assignment 1 (Late 1/15) Using e-mail, send me a list of at most three computer related topics that you would like to hear a good/concise explanation of. Take your topics from any of your classes, bull sessions, or readings, etc (These become input to the list of topics for short presentations) Also make sure there is a name on what you send me that I might be able to identify as you and put a 309 in the subject line. 
Little assignment 2, (late 1/20) Take the plagiarism tutorial http://www.lib.usm.edu/legacy/plag/plagiarismtutorial.php The tutorial provides the option of sending the results of both a pre-test and post-test to your instructor. Send me only the post-test results. Again, put a name on it that I can figure out belongs to you.

1/19 
Martin Luther King Holliday
1/26
Finish off “Chapter 0” and use “Chapter 1” to set the stage for topics to be covered. Dr. Casey Maugh from the Speaking Center give us some pointers on giving presentations. Assign first of the scenarios and all presentation topics. Hand out the Cliff Stoll article. This is drop with no $ penalty deadline.

Little assignment 3 (late 3/9) Retrieve a document of your choice from Hattiesburg library using ILLiad. (I’ll schedule a in class presentation on ILLiad) Send or hand me enough documentation to verify you completed the assignment. 

2/3
Presentation on using ILLiad. Check on progress on presentation topics. Chapter 2 Privacy. Give out additional Scenarios. Discuss what is expected with presentations and schedule first presentations for next meeting. Discuss “Wily Hacker”. Hand out “Whistle-blowing”. Little assignment 4 (due 2/9) From the first paragraph of “Wily Hacker”, create an example of “summary” and turn it in along with a APA format reference for the article. (This assignment saves us a bunch of time on the larger writing assignments) The first Paper assignment is now on the web and is due the Monday following Mardi Gras. 

2/9
“Whistle-blowing” Chapter 3. presentations and scenarios.
2/16
Return assignment 4, presentations and scenarios. Quick review.

Note this is a work in progress!

2/23
Mardi Gras Holliday No classes Monday or Tuesday

3/2
Exam 1 (Material up to but not including Chapter 4). Complete Chapter 4 Can we Trust the Computer?
3/9
Mid Point. Return Exam 1. Discuss paper “How Good is Good Enough?” Chapter 5 Intellectual Property
3/16-3/20
Spring Break (Careful)

3/23
Ann Billings will conduct a Noel Levitz student satisfaction interview that will last about 10-15 minutes. Lots of class presentations. Chapter 6
3/30
Second Major Exam to cover Chapters 4-6 and paper “How Good is Good Enough?” Chapter 7 Computer Crime. Return paper 1.

4/6
Guest lecturer Dr. Faye Mitchell, Director Nursing, to give a presentation on addiction. (Computer addictions are not as special as we tend to view them.) Chapter 8 Computers and Work (Paper two due)
4/13
Chapter 9 Broader Issues, Chapter 10 Professional ethics and Responsibilities
4/20
Third Major Exam (Paper three due). Final push on presenting Scenarios and Topics
4/27
Detailed review of the course with emphasis on themes and trouble areas. Accountability article. Last of the Topics.
5/4
Final Exam (Comprehensive) 7:00 to 9:30

****************************************************************************

Representative articles are:

Kreie, Jennifer and Timothy Cronan “Making Ethical Decisions: How companies might influence the choices one makes”, Communications of the ACM, December 2000, Vol43, No.12, pp.66-71.

Nissenbaum, Helen ”Computing and Accountability”, Communications of the ACM, January 1994, Vol.37, No.1, pp.73-80

Bowyer, Kevin “Ethics and Computing: Living Responsibly in a Computerized World” IEEE Computer Society Press, Los Alamitos, CA, 1996.

Collins, Robert, Keith Miller, Bethany J. Spielman, and Phillip Wherry “How Good is Good Enough?” Communications of the ACM, January 1994, vol. 37, No 1, pp.81-91
Clifford Stoll “Stalking the wily hacker” Communications of the ACM, Vol. 31 , No. 5., May 1988, pp. 484-497

ADA Policy
If a student has a disability that qualifies under the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) and requires accommodations, he/she should contact the Office for Disability Accommodations (ODA) for information on appropriate policies and procedures.  Disabilities covered by ADA may include learning, psychiatric, physical disabilities, or chronic health disorders.  Students can contact ODA if they are not certain whether a medical condition/disability qualifies.  


Address:

The University of Southern Mississippi

 


Office for Disability Accommodations


118 College Drive # 8586


Hattiesburg, MS    39406-0001


Voice Telephone:   (601) 266-5024 or (228) 214-3232      Fax:  (601) 266-6035

Individuals with hearing impairments can contact ODA using the Mississippi Relay Service at 1-800-582-2233 (TTY) or email Suzy Hebert at Suzanne.Hebert@usm.edu.

Grade feedback from Fall 2001:

Drop grade was a missed exam.2D, 2F

Didn’t turn in all papers. 2C, 4D, 3F

Miss class five or more times (class met twice a week/no points taken off here) B, 2C, 2D, 2F, 1I

Grade distribution for class: 6A, 8B, 6C, 5D, 4F, 1I.

Grade feedback from Spring 2002:

Missed at most one class: 6A, 2B, 1C

Missed more than one class: 3A, 7B, 5C, 2D, 8F

Feedback from Spring 2003: 

We did have a case of plagiarism where the student left the web formatting in and the grader was able to identify the web site where the information had been lifted. 

Feedback from Summer 2003:

Teachers have been given directives on dealing with plagiarism that up the penalty phase by a factor of ten. Be aware, be careful. (I will abide by the university mandated way of dealing with incidents of plagiarism.)


